
A New Home for the World’s Largest Aerial 
Firefighting Tanker 

 
 
Global SuperTanker Services, LLC, who today announced their project to build the 
world’s largest aerial firefighting tanker on a 747-400 platform, also announced 
plans to make Colorado Springs the operating base for the SuperTanker.   
 
Global SuperTankers President Jim Wheeler stated, “The Colorado Springs airport 
is centrally located and has the ideal support infrastructure to allow immediate 
response to virtually any national or global emergency.”  He further noted that 
“The principal factor in our decision has been the exceptional support of Mayor 
John Suthers, Airport Director Dan Gallagher and their teams, who have worked 
closely with us in finalizing our search for the SuperTanker base. We look forward 
to being an active part of the Colorado Spring’s community.  We also believe 
Colorado Springs will benefit by not only having the SuperTanker firefighting 
presence, but will gain new jobs and services as a result.” 
 
Colorado Springs Mayor John Suthers stated, “Our community has seen, firsthand, 
the importance of aerial firefighting during the Waldo Canyon and Black Forest 
fires. We are fortunate to welcome Global SuperTanker employees and services 
to our city and our airport.”  
 
 “The selection of Colorado Springs Airport as Global SuperTanker's operating 
base further demonstrates the Airport's potential for job creation and community 
benefit.  The entire Airport community welcomes them and we look forward to 
growing our partnership,” stated Airport Aviation Director, Dan Gallagher. 
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